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historically black colleges and universities play a vital role in the education of african americans in

the united states for nearly 150 years these institutions have trained the leadership of the black

community  graduating  the  nation  s  african  american  teachers  doctors  lawyers  and  scientists

despite the wealth of new research on black colleges there are topics that remain untouched and

accomplishments that go unnoticed by the scholarly community the chapters in this edited volume

focus on topics that deserve further attention and that will push students scholars policymakers

and black college administrators to reexamine their perspectives on and perceptions of black

colleges

s s mcclure was one of america s greatest editors and publishers in the lively era of muckraking

reform he is remembered for mcclure s magazine which early in the twentieth century published

the works of famous authors and social reformers he was also the mentor of young willa cather

after leaving her position at mcclure s in 1912 cather ghosted this graceful portrait of her former

boss

the key to the door frames and highlights the stories of some of the first black students at the
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university of virginia this inspiring account of resilience and transformation offers a diversity of

experiences and perspectives through first person narratives of black students during the university

of virginia s era of incremental desegregation the authors relate what life was like before enrolling

during their time at the university and after graduation in addition to these personal accounts the

volume includes a historical overview of african americans at the university from its earliest slaves

and free black employees through its first black applicant student admission graduate and faculty

appointments on to its progress and challenges in the twenty first century including essays from

graduates of the schools of law medicine engineering and education the key to the door a candid

and long overdue account of african american experiences at the university of virginia

assesses the influence of family and school on african american students college decision making

processes

to their disadvantage few americans and few in higher education know much about the successes

of historically black colleges and universities how is it that historically black colleges graduate so

many low income and academically poorly prepared students how do they manage to do so well

with students as they are even when adopting open admissions policies in this volume contributors

from a wide spectrum of black colleges offer insights and examples of the policies and practice

such as retention strategies co curricular activities and approaches to mentoring which underpin

their disproportionate success with populations that too often fail in other institutions this book

also challenges the myth that these colleges are segregated institutions and that teachers of color

are essential to minority student success hbcus employ large numbers of non black faculty who

demonstrate the ability to facilitate the success of african american students this book offers

valuable lessons for faculty faculty developers student affairs personnel and administrators in the

wider higher education community lessons that are all the more urgent as they face a growing

racially diverse student population while for hbcus themselves this book reaffirms the importance

of their mission today it also raises issues they must address to maintain the edge they have

achieved contributors pamela g arrington delbert baker susan baker stanley f  battle t  j  bryan

terrolyn p carter ronnie l collins samuel dubois cook elaine johnson copeland marcela a copes

quiester craig lawrence a davis jr frances c gordon frank w hale jr b denise hawkins karen a

holbrook james e hunter frank l matthews henry ponder anne s pruitt logan talbert o shaw orlando l

taylor w eric thomas m rick turner mervyn a warren charles v willie james g wingate

an 8 volume reference set containing over 4 000 entries written by distinguished scholars the

african american national biography is the most significant and expansive compilation of black lives

in print today

the agony of education is about the life experience of african american students attending a

historically white university based on seventy seven interviews conducted with black students and

parents  concerning  their  experiences  with  one  state  university  as  well  as  published  and

unpublished studies of the black experience at state universities at large this study captures the

painful choices and agonizing dilemmas at the heart of the decisions african americans must make

about higher education

what is the purpose of black colleges why do black colleges continue to exist are black colleges

necessary historically black colleges and universities hbcus are at the same time the least studied

and the least understood institutions of higher education and the most maligned and the most

endangered this unique study examines the mission of four year hbcus from the perspective of the

campus president as a foundation for understanding the relevance and role of these institutions

this is the first research to focus on the role of presidents of black colleges is based on extensive
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interviews  with  fifteen  presidents  and  takes  into  particular  account  the  type  of  campus

environments in which they operate unlike community colleges women s colleges men s colleges

and hispanic serving colleges black colleges are racially identifiable institutions they also vary

significantly in among other characteristics size control public or private religious affiliation gender

composition and available resources although united in the historic mission of educating african

americans each black college or university has its own identity and set of educational objectives the

book examines how presidents define and implement mission in the context of their campuses view

the challenges they face and confront the factors that promote or hinder implementation of their

missions

this book provides the first national study of this intense and challenging struggle which disrupted

and refashioned institutions in almost every state it also illuminates the context for one of the most

transformative  educational  movements  in  american  history  through  a  history  of  black  higher

education and black student activism before 1965

a comprehensive look at historically black colleges and universities from their origins to the present

time including the individuals and groups involved in creating that history

this excellent anthology is to be welcomed both for the excellence of its material and for the fact

that it will fill a growing need i congratulate anthonia kalu and all whose work is in the volume for

their contributions dennis brutus university of pittsburgh and university of kwazulu natal dr kalu has

assembled the  best  of  the  oral  and written  traditions  of  african  literature  into  an  anthology

comprehensive in scope the rienner anthology is great news for african literature and a boon to

literature lovers tanure ojaide university of north carolina at charlotte hongera to professor kalu and

the publisher for accomplishing the important task of making african literature more accessible to

more people this very good and wide ranging collection brings together a valuable sampling of

classic african works it occupies a uniquely definitive position in the field simon lewis college of

charlestonranging from ancient cultures to the present century from africa s rich oral traditions to

its contemporary fiction poetry and drama this long awaited comprehensive anthology reflects the

enduring themes of african literature the selections drawn from the length and breadth of the

continent reveal the richness of african creativity readers will find myths and epics works by such

well known figures as chinua achebe miriama ba bessie head tayeb salih wole soyinka and ngugi

wa thiong o and fiction and poetry by myriad new writers the pieces are organized chronologically

within geographic region and enhanced by both introductory material and biographical notes on

each writer an author title index and suggestions for further reading are also included anthonia c

kalu is professor of black studies at the university of northern colorado her numerous publications

on african literature include women literature and development in africa and she is also author of a

collection of short stories broken lives and other stories and a novel in progress

nearly a century s worth of scurlock photographs combine to form a searing portrait of black

washington  in  all  its  guises  its  challenges  and its  victories  its  dignity  and its  determination

beginning in the early twentieth century and continuing into the 1990s addison scurlock followed by

his sons robert and george used their cameras to document and celebrate a community unique in

the world and a stronghold in the history and culture of the nation s capital through photographs of

formal weddings elegant cotillions ballet studios and quiet family life the scurlocks revealed a

world in which the black middle class refused to be defined or held captive by discrimination from

its home on the vibrant u street corridor the scurlock studio gave us indelible images of leaders

and  luminaries  of  high  society  and  working  class  of  washingtonians  at  work  and  at  play  in

photograph after photograph the scurlocks captured an optimism and resiliency seldom seen in

mainstream depictions of segregated society luminaries such as duke ellington ralph bunche mary
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mcleod bethune alain locke martin luther king jr and lois mailou jones testify to the intellectual and

cultural vibrancy that was unique to washington and an inspiration to the nation photographs of a

peoples drugstore protest and marian anderson s easter morning concert at the lincoln memorial

remind us that the struggle for equality in black washington began long before the civil rights

movement of the 1960s offering a rich lens into our past the scurlock studio and black washington

is a powerful trigger of personal and historical memory
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